
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to urge you to support the pending merger of EchoStar and HUGHES,
the parent company of DIRECTV. I believe the merger will increase video and
broadband choices for consumers like me because the combined company will
provide increased competition to cable companies.  The combined company will be
a much stronger competitor to cable operators by being able to offer me local TV
channels via satellite in my market area, which I currently do not receive.

I, like many consumers, have had to suffer through the poor service, rising
prices and generally bad product of cable TV.  Now that there is finally an
alternative, the cable lobby is trying to protect its monopoly.  I hope that
this pressure does not try to block what makes sense for consumers, even if it
doesn't make sense for the cable lobby.  Relative to all the other issues of
govt these days, this one is clearly a 'no-brainer'.

I appreciate your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Gerard DeBiasi
12 Hillside Avenue
Darien, CT  06820


